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seems impossible to explain this fact consistently with a know-
ledge by the members of the committee of their own regula.
tion. I would therefore, through your pages, put the following
questions to the members of the committee of the Brompton
Hospital :-

Istly. Are you prepared to act on the regulations made by
yourselves? If so, will you disqualify any candidate who has,
directly or indirectly, applied to you for your votes? If this
be not done, an act of great injustice will be committed against
those candidates who are prepared to act conscientiously, and
who will find themselves deprived of all hope of success, the
votes being already engaged.

2ndly. The hospital itself must suffer; for there can be nc
means of selecting the best candidates if the choice be restricted
by a successful canvass before all candidates have the oppor-
tunity of presenting their qualifications. I would respectfully
suggest, if the committee are not prepared to disqualify every
gentleman who has infringed this rule, that they should art
least declare the present vacancy null, defer the election, and
secure them a fair field for all.
Anxious for the honour and welfare of every institution con.

nected with our profession, I beg to request the insertion oi
this communication,

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant,
London, March, 1855. M. D., L. R. C. P.

MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS TO THE ARMY
OF THE EAST.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-The uncivil way in which the " civil element" has
been thrust upon the Army Medical Department, merits more
attention from the country and from the profession than it is
likely to obtain, so long as the matter is entrusted to members
of the House of Commons who, strange to say, seem neither to
be acquainted with the facts, nor able to bring them out.
Would it not be better for some one or other competent to

the task explicitly and categorically to require of Mr. Sidney
Herbert and the Duke of Newcastle to answer these plain
questions in a straightforward way before the committee ?-

1. Who recommended Sir John Forbes to the honourable
Secretary?-or, in other words, by what influence was Sir
John Forbes appointed to the important office of organizing a
semi-military hospital at Smyrna?

2. What were the precise terms of the appointment?-or, in
other words, place before the committee a copy of the instruc-
tions issued to Sir John Forbes by Mr. Sidney Herbert.

3. Place before the committee the date of Sir John Forbes’s
appointment; the dates of the nomination by him of the medi-
cal staff now on its way to the East; the date of his resig-
nation.

4. The date of Dr. Meyer’s appointment; the name of the
person or persons who recommended him to Mr. Sidney Her-
bert ; the nature of the appointment previously held by him
in the Colonial Department.
The publication of these queries, which seem pertinent to

the subject, may induce some member of the committee to
take the matter up, and cause an investigation that might
interest the profession. It will, at the same time, oblige

Your most obedient servant,
ALPHA.

THE HOSPITAL AT EUPATORIA.
To the -Eclito2- of THE LANCET.

SIR,-During the last ten days I have received numerous
applications for appointments in connexion with the hospital
at Eupatoria, from gentlemen who have understood that the
duty of superintendent has been committed to my charge.
This has arisen from the fact, which I have Dr. Andrew
Smith’s authority for stating, that a namesake of mine, ’’ Mr.
Fuller, of the East India Company’s service, has been ap-
pointed Inspector of Hospitals to the Turkish army at Eupa-
toria." " As the misconception which has thus occurred is not
only calculated to do me harm by leading to the belief that I
am about to leave England, but is likely to cause trouble and
disappointment-as it has already-to many who may be in-
duced to call on me or to write to me on the subject, I trust
you will kindly give insertion to this note in your next
number.

I am. Sir, your obedient servant,

Manchester-square, March, 1855. HENRY WM. FULLER, M.D.

UNION MEDICAL OFFICERS AND BOARDS 
OF GUARDIANS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-You would oblige me by publishing the accompanying

letter in your journal.
I am, Sir, yours obediently,

F. R. C. S. E. -

To the 31cn? bei-s of the Medical Profession.
GENTLEMEN,-It is a disgrace to both services-viz., the

navy and army, that our profession is not properly treated.
And why is this the case? hlerely because the pay is so small,
and not sufficient to keep a gentleman in the position he is
entitled to expect and to maintain; and now students, even in.
a time of war, are paid to do those duties which ought to be
performed by qualified men. And, as regards the navy par-
ticularly, it is because the Admiralty do not choose to conform
to orders, and give the naval medical officer his proper place,
instead of obliging him to associate with naval cadets and mid-
shipmen-" mere boys by comparison." Be assured, that
until a thorough revision and reform takes place, as regards
medical naval officers, our profession will not be represented
properly; then, and then only, will men of talent and energy
enter the service. Not that I wish to say one word of dis-

paragement of those who are in the service, but the service
requires many more, and I do not think that men will enter it
to be treated in the way they have been, too long, accustomed
to. And this leads me to speak of the civil service-I mean
the Union surgeons. The guardians have long enough threat-
ened and snubbed medical officers, and obliged them to take
Unions at disgraceful terms, or else they have threatened to-
introduce a stranger, and thereby indirectly interfere with the
private practitioner. Next month the Union appointments
are made for life. There is now a great deficiency of medical
men in this country: let us, therefore, be firm and united, and
no longer submit to such dictatorial treatment: let us fight
usque ad mortem," and demand, as we are fairly entitled
to, a just and proper remuneration, and one which the dear
times and high taxation fairly allow us to ask for. Union is
strength. We shall and must succeed.

CHANCERY LUNATICS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-At the eleventh hour, when members of Parliament
are about to redeem the pledges they have given to move for a
committee to inquire into the treatment of Chancery lunatics,
Lord Cranworth and the Lord Justices have issued an order,
dated January 12th, 1855, which has a tendency to lead to
the fallacious inference that the existing evils and oppres-,
sions will henceforth be arrested. It is evident that, by
a return to Parliament, dated Feb. 23rd, 1853, there were then
514 Chancery lunatics, for whose maintenance. &pound;177,825 8s. 5d.,,
was granted to persons selected by the Masters in Lunacy, and.
that all the account rendered by these persons to the Court of.
Chancery is, after the following specimen of one of them :-
"Retained, on account of two years maintenance of A. B ,
from November, 1848, to November, 1850, at an allowance of.
&pound;400 per annum, .6800."
As these persons called committees have an extensive con-

trol over the liberty and person- of the lunatic and his fortune,
it is in their power to throw him into an asylum, give the pro-
prietor a portion of the income, and appropriate to themselves
the rest. And this is done to a very great extent, for it appears
that out of 487 Chancery lunatics, 237 are dispersed in different ’
lunatic asylums, although the allowances of many varies from
&pound;500 to &pound;1100 a year, sums more than adequate to provide-
them with suitable establishments. In very many instances
those in private houses are no better off. So flagrant is the
iniquity that at last the Court of Chancery feels the country
will stand it no longer, and therefore an order upon the subject
was issued on the 12th of January last, but of so superficial a
nature as to be a mere mockery of public opinion.

It is recorded in last vear’s legal proceedings that with the
assent of the Master, Rear-Admiral Saumarez prayed the
Court of Chancery that Dr. Clutterbuck and Mr. Bennett, the
committees of his brother might lay before Mr. Winslow such
account of their expenditure of the income for maintenance,.
and the application of the sums retained by them as he mights
require, for Mr. Bennett, feeling the Master had no such legal
authority, had refused to render any account. The Lord.
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Justices confirmed Mr. Bennett’s construction of the law, and
dismissed the petition with costs. Now, the present order is
to remedy this evil. And what is the course adopted? May
the brother, sister, or friend of the lunatic pray the Master to
make the inquiry ? No. May the Master himself ? No. But
the medical visitors, one of whom visits the lunatic about once
in eighteen months, is to be furnished with the amount of
allowance granted for the maintenance of each lunatic, and
to enquire and examine whether such lunatic is maintained in
a suitable and proper manner, and what alterations should be
made in the scheme for his comforts.
Now Dr. Southey may, in the opinion of some, be a very

clever physician, but who would think of employing him to
play the lawyer and examine the inmates of the house, and
cross-question those surrounding the lunatic ? And even if he
has the capacity, what legal responsibity will the parties incur
by making false representations to the forwarding of their per-
sonal interests, and those of the committees by whom they are
employed.

It is high time the country should be alive to the confine-
ment and the awful position of the five thousand persons of
property now immured and subject to the loss of their liberty
in private asylums, exclusive of as many more in private houses,
and place them in residences under Government authority,
directed by Government officers, who shall have personal
interest in restoring them to health, and assuring them that
protection of which they are deprived by the apathy of public
men, and the selfish interests by which they are actuated ; and
until the wicked Court of Chancery experiences the fate of the
Star-chamber, and is abolished, there is little hope of amend-
ment.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Feb. 1855. ONE WHO HAS SUFFERED.

APPLICATION OF BANDAGES AFTER
DELIVERY.

C. B. GARRETT, M.D.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I have lately seen letters discussing the propriety of
binding up parturient women immediately after labour. My
practice for the last four years has been to have ready placed
round the lower part of the abdomen a roller ten inches broad,
and sufficiently long to encircle the patient with four or five
extra naps. Just before the final expulsive pain, I direct an
assistant to place her hand over the uterus, aud as the child
leaves the body, to make moderate pressure, tightening at the
same time the roller, which I secure by pinning the instant
the child is expelled, previously having administered a dose of
etherial tincture of ergot of rye, if there has been any want of
power, and the tincture of the ergot alone if the pains have
been more powerful. All my patients who had previously
suffered from haemorrhage have escaped under this treatment,
and the placenta, unless firmly adherent, almost instantly
follows. I have not had a single case of flooding since I

adopted this plan. The excito-motory action is taken advan-
tage of before that power flags, and I have not had one case
counter-indicating its valuable effects. I have attended 1970
cases, and have only lost one (ruptured uterus) during parturi-
tion. I mentioned my practice to Dr. Locock, who was pleased
to express his approbation.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Thames-Ditton, Feb. 1855. C. B. GARRETT, M.D.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR, -I shall feel obliged if you or any of your correspondents

can inform me whether the practice of applying a broad
bandage over the abdomen of women during parturition, and
tightening it firmly, either by the practitioner or by a person
stationed at the bedside for that purpose, at each recurrence of
the pains, has been generally sanctioned by the approval of the
leading obstetrical practitioners of this country ? Also, whether
frequent examinations during the first stage of labour, and at
the same time attempts forcibly to dilate the os uteri, are gene-
rally approved of ? 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
March, 1855. AN OBSTETRICIAN.

THE DEATH OF THE CZAR OF RUSSIA.-We shall offer
some remarks upon the death of the Czar next week; but
have, in the meantime to observe that, as he was under homceo-
pathic treatment, his death cannot be regarded as a matter
of surprise.

Parliamentary Intelligence
HOUSE OF COMMONS.

MONDAY, FEB. 26TH.
THE LATE MR. HUME, M.P. AND M.R.C.S. EDIN.

LORD PALMERSTON. -I rise to move that the Speaker do issue
his warrant to the Clerk of the Crown for a new writ for the
election of a commissioner to sit in Parliament for the Montrose
district of burghs, in the room of Mr. Joseph Hume, deceased.
Sir, I cannot simply confine myself to the bare motion that I
have just put into your hands. (Cheers.) I should not be doing
justice to the feelings of the House if I were not to express the
feelings of regret that are shared, I am sure, by all who hear
me, (loud cheers,) and the feelings of respect that we entertain
for the memory of the colleague-the member-whose loss we
have now to replace. Sir, it has been said of an eminent man
of former times that he " gave up to party what was meant
for mankind." Sir, the reverse of that may be said of our late
colleague, Mr. Hume, (cheers,) for the party to which he devoted
the labours of his life was his country, and, beyond his country
the general interests of mankind at large. (Cheers.) Sir, many
men have obtained an eminent position in this House by
placing themselves at the head of a faithful band of friends
whose object has been to acquire political power to enable them
to govern the country. Mr. Hume was a remarkable instance
of a man who gained an eminent position in this House and the
country-who established himself a name which, I may say,
was not only known throughout Europe, but whose reputation
passed beyond those limits-by exertions that were wholly
disinterested, as far as he himself was concerned, and totally
separate from any attempt to acquire, by his own exertions or
those of his friends, political power in the country. (Cheers.)
He was a man of whom it may be said that he took the lead
in almost every measure of improvement which has of late
years been carried into practical application. He had industry
that nothing could tire or overcome. His acquirements spread
over the whole range of those matters which concern the

interests of the country and the general interests of the com-
munity at large. (Cheers.) He had perseverance that was
baffled by no obstacle; and it is due to him to say that, although
during the whole course of his proceedings and of his attempts
to carry out his own opinions he had frequently many opposed
to him, and was frequently exposed to those rough conflicts

which are the necessary consequences to any man wishing to
enforce his opinions in this House, yet nothing that ever passed

: between him and those most opposed to him ever left one trace
of resentment, one particle of bitterness, on his mind. (Cheers.)

. 

And while I remember to have heard it said of one person who
held a high position in this House, that whatever acrimony
might have been created by party conflicts never went with
him beyond the doors of this House, I may say that no feelings
excited by party conflict ever went with Mr. Hume to the
doors of this House. (Hear, hear.) A man with greater
industry, a man who devoted his whole life with greater con-

’ sistency to the good and service of his country, has never sat
L within these walls. (Cheers.) And I am persuaded that those

who differed from him in opinion upon the matters which he
felt it his duty to bring before this House and to recommend
for the adoption of Parliament must do him the justice to say
that he acted from the purest motives of a sincere desire for
the welfare of the country. Those who differ from him must
do justice to the integrity of his character, and we must all
say-those who agree with him, as well as those who differ
from him-that a man possessing his abilities, his industry,
and his disinterested character must at all times be a great loss
to this House. (Cheers.) He was a man peculiarly belonging to
the age in which he lived. He had party feelings-that is, he
was associated with those who agreed with him in the objects
he sought to accomplish; but his party feelings were totally
independent of the attempt to acquire political ascendancy.
(Cheers.) He endeavoured to do what he thought his duty to
the country. Where he succeeded, he was proud of his
achievements; where he failed, he did not relax his efforts,
and still continued his career of public usefulness. (Hear, hear.)
Sir, I am sure we all look back to his loss with regret, and no
man feels more sincerely than I do the regret with which every
person must have proposed the motion which I now move.
(Cheers.)

Sir J. WALMSLEY, having enjoyed the confidence and friend-
ship of Mr. Hume, wished to add one sentence to the well’


